
The Distance between Minutes and Weeks: How 
Standardization Creates Spacetime Plurality at 

Tema Port

Description: I spent several days with haulage truck 
drivers outside of Tema Port in Ghana, where they 
wait for anywhere from hours to weeks to pick up 

container loads. Customs workers helped me 
navigate access to camp-like communities drivers 

had created in the face of long term temporariness. In 
contrast to speedy, profit-generating movement 

taking place within the port, the drivers described 
their predicament as indicative of the economic 

hardship that befalls the many, despite the country's 
developmental moves.



I was interested in the lives of
workers at Tema Port, but 
concerned about being able 
to access it. As pictured here, 
the port is surrounded by 
layers of security, and is 
inaccessible without a badge.

Isabella Baranyk



Navigating entry to the port is 
difficult because of overlapping 
authority by groups such as the 
Ghanaian Port and Harbor 
Authority and privately-held 
Meridian Port Services. I chose 
instead to focus on the area just 
outside of the official port, 
depicted in pink, hoping to find 
haulage truckers congregating 
before and after entering the 
port. 



During field work in Tema, I 
learned from conversations 
with haulage truckers that it 
is not uncommon to wait in 
trucks around the port fo 
weeks within jobs. 



Back in Basel, I mapped out 
the conversations I’d had 
with the truckers onto a 
paper model of the street on 
which they took place, trying 
to make sense of how their 
stories fit together with the 
urban landscape.



Waiting drivers and their 
trucks make up the 
landscape of the street 
behind the port.



Responding to the long term 
presence of these potential 
customers who need to eat, 
sleep, and take care of 
themselves, street vendors 
have built stalls in the area.



Many even specifically sell 
tools and equipment for 
maintaining one’s truck.



To convey a sense of 
stretching and contracting of 
time to a larger audience, I 
used moving media whose 
speed was determined by 
the story being described. 



This clip, for example, shows 
trucks waiting to enter the 
port at a nearby gas station. 
They move so slow one 
questions whether it’s really 
happening, mirroring the 
tempo of time for truckers 
here.


